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Iſrael! thou ha eſtraye f 7 
But "in me is hy Hol: , 


4 Owrver uneaſy it is for Men to hear 
H of their ſin and danger, from the word 
= of God, yet it is neceſſary they hear of 
both, as long as fin may berepented of, 
„ Danger may be prevented. Here in 
this Chapter the Children of!Ijrael are, I. Reproved 
and threatned for their Idolatry, notwithſtand- 
ing the proviſion. that God made to prevent their 
falling into it. v. 1-4. 2. They ate repro ved 
and threatned for their wantonneſs, pride ànd 
| luxury, and other abuſes of their wealth and proſ- 
peritie, ver, 5.----8, And 0 the our chat.g 
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ttreatned as a- Coming upon them, for theſe and 
otherſins, is very terrible, yet, in the miaſt of . 
Mratb, he remembers Mercy; and therefore, in 
the midſt of words of Wrath, he furgets not to 
intermix Words of Mercy; O Ifrael! thou haſt 
Aeſtroyed thy /elf ; but in me is thy Help. a 
TD, bere are two Springs of Gofpel- Repentance . 
one is a true ſenſe of Sin; and another the Appre- 
henſion of the Mercy of God in Chriſt; both 
theſe we are led to in theſe Words. That we 
may have a true ſenſe of fin, we are here taught 
how we have deſtroyed our ſelves by it. That we 
may have an apprehenſion of Mercy in Chriſt, we. 
are taught, that 7: him only is our Help. pl: 
In theſe words you may notice, 1. The per- 
ſons or People to whom God ſpeaks, and how 
he ſpeaks to them, O I/rael. It is with affectio- 
nate concern, that God deals with ſinners for their 
Conviction and Converſion. 2. The thing he 
ſpeaks to them, Thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in 
one is thy help. Here is 1. The ſpring of their ru- 
in, it is of themſelves; O Iſrael! thou haſt deſiroy- 
ed thy ſelf ; or, it hath deſtroyed thee, O I/rae!! 
that is, thy lin and folly, thy own wickedneſs 
hath deſtroyed thee. Wilful Sinners are felf-de- 
ſtroyers. Obſtinate Impenitence is the groſſeſt 
Self- murder, thy Blood is upon thy own Head. 
2. The Spring of their Relief, But iu me is thy 
Belp. Here is a Plank thrown out after Ship-wreck, 
1 here is Help eyen for ſelf · deſtroyers in me the 
Sætiour and Salvation. | 
The Words may, be read, O Iſrael! thou hast 
deftroyed thy ſelf, for in me is thy Help. Q. D. Say 
not, that 1, who thus threaten Wrath againſt thee, 
have deſtroyed thee; thy own fin hath done it. 
It is the Rebel that deſtroys himſelf, tho” he fall 
By the Sword of his provoked Sovcreign, Thou 
| N | art 
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the Caule and Althvr of thy own. Ruin ; for 


ne is thy Help. I was always able and readie to 
p thee, and would have certainly ſaved thee, 
thy fins and wickedneſs carried thee to other 
ps, Which were but Lies and vain Confiden- 
I would have helped thee, and healed thee, 
thou wouldeſt not. Thus it is a Proof of their 
roying themlelves. Thou art thy own deftroy-, 
for TI am thy helper, that have been offering, 
> my help, which thou haſt put away from 


| 2 and ſo deſtroyed thy ſelf by refuſing my Help, 


rebelling againſt me thy Help. In God alone, 


es alone, and not in God is the cauſe of our 
In our Reading, But in me is thy Help, it 
5 not to run argumentatively, but adverſative- 


ſe; yet it bath the ſame import with the other 


can help, when things are at worſt, and help 
that cannot help themſelves ; but alſo the 
cie and grace of God that will help theſe, that 
2 deſtroyed themſelves,” and have no will to be 


not better to us than we are to ourſelves. 
om the words there are theſe general obſerves 
ae make; 1. That, as Sin is a ruining thing, 


ions and Churches that are guiltie; O Iſrael! 


for their conviction is verie homie and cloſe „ 
rael thou baſt deſtroyed thy ſelf: And as God, 

n he makes Conviction particular, and Per- 
make cloſe application, thou Man, 
Woman haſt done ſo and! fd, and de- 


an 


not in us, is our Help; ; and therefore in our 


as the oppoſite of the former claule of the 


ling, and magnifies not onlie the Power of God 


ed, but have long refus'd his Help. AndFin- 
, our caſe were miſerable for ever, if God 


brings ruin not only upon Perſons, hut upon 


heſt deflroyed thy ſelf. 2. God's dealing with 


ed thyſelf by thy ſin; ſo he wills Nations 
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pn Churches and Cities to be rler hu 
led for their particular fin and guilt; O Tra. 
thou haſi deſtroyed thy ſelf. 3. Zod's method 
Grace toward lelf-deſtroying ſinners, having on 
dilcovered their Sin, is next to reveal his th — 
of Love: His words are a proper fence hy 
| two ruining extremes, preſumption an defp 
0 To prevent preſumption, he ſays, Gg 1 
[8 haft deſtroyed thyſelf. Lo prevent deſpair, he ad 
But in me is thy Help. With the lame bre = 
tells usof the ruin and of the remedie ; and, 
the ſame hand, reaches the blow and the blefft 
or gives the wound and the cure. 4. Such! is 
unſpeakable mercie of God that he hath more ; 

and kindneſs for us than we have our ſelves. ( 
unnatural cruelty to our ſelves is as the Foil to 
forth the Rickes of God's Mercie. £zek. 16. 5 
Fhen no Eye pitied thee; no not thine 0 
„ eyes, I/ aid ants thee, when thou waſt in thy bl 
Nidbe. When thou waſt in thy Blood, wall 
.* Ingin thy own blood, and hadft brought 
1 Bſood upon thy own Head, then J pitied t 
Men uſuallie fay, if a Man will be wilful, let! 
mY | ; beſo; but God ſays, I'll pitie him. 5. Not ” 
ES - | ruins finners fo much as their flizhting the Ml 
cy of God, their oppoting his offer, and refu 
his Help. As God offers his Help, which hel 
laid upon one that is mightie, inſomuch, thai 
cauſe of our deſtruction is not in God, bur in 
lelves; fo the chief tfiing, by which we ruin 
deſtroy oui-elves, is our 8 God's help 
| jecting his Chriſt, and ſeeking help and happi 
/ elſewhere than in him; O 1/rael ! thau haſt di 
1 ed thy ſelf, for in me is thy Help. And thou 
2200 rejected me, and run away to Creature helps, 
= 1: Creawre-fupports, and -Creature- comforts, 
'F forfakes mo the Fountain of living Waters, 6, 


„ 
Te, which I ſhall ſpeak 10, is, that as Man's 


fra and deftruCtion isonlie of himſelf, and his own 
od © fo bis relief and deliverance is onlie owing to 


ond, and his ſovereign Grace and Mercie : 
8 l! thou haſt defiroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy 
Rs d 8 

bis tert dt doQrine is a Tree with two 
oches, I Thall endeavour therefore, frf, to 
der the tormer Branch, that Man's ruin and 
truction is onlie of himſelf and his own finful- 
8; and what Fruit may be gathered from this 


, WI | | | | 

leffiSÞrch of truth for our uſe and improvement ſuit- 
h is De to the deſign of the Day. "Secondly, I ſhall go 
re p to the other branch of the text and doctrine, 


t our relief and deliverance is owing ontle to 


il ta P and his Sovereign Mercie ; and confider What 
* 50 ittul Leſſons may be gathered thence for our uſes 
« improvement thereof. | 5 ON 

Mit then, that Man's ruin and deſtruction is 
valld lie of himſelf, and his own finfulneſs; this is 
rhe in from Scripture, 7er. 2. 17, 19. Haft thaw 
ed of procured this unto thy ſelf, in that thou haſt for- 


ay ? Thine awn wickedneſs ſhall corre? thee, and 
' Backſhdings fhall reprove thee . Know therefore 
wg fee, that it is an evil Thing and bitter, that 
wu haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my 
ar is not in thee, jaith the Lord God of Hoſts. 
ek. 33. 11. Say wito them, As I live, ſaith the 
ord God I have no pleaſure in the death of the 


Var iched, but that the wicked turn from his Way and 
ppli* 3 zurn ge, turn ye from your evil ways, for 
1 40 by will ze die, O Houſe of Iſrael? Again Marr, 
hou: 37. O0 Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou thut kilius 


e Prophets, and flounel! them which are ſent uats 
ce, bow often would J have gathered thy Children 
ether, even as a hen gatherath ter Content Au- 
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ten the Lord thy God, when he lad thee by the 
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1 1 
der her Wings, and bent not. Behold your hy 
is left unto you deſolate. For further clearing 
this; I offer theſe following Propoſitions, nam 
Tue firt Propoſition is, that fin is a killi 
ang deftroying thing. Death and deſtructi 
came in by this Door, The wages of /in is dent 
Rom. vi. la/l, By one Man fin entred into 
World, and death by Sin; and jo Death paſſed uy 
all Men, for that all have ſinned, Rom. 5. 1 
It wounded and flew our firſt Parents in Paradil 
It deſtroyed them, fir/?, as to the peace of th 
Conſcience; for it made them hide themſel 
From the Preſence of the Lord God among ſt the Tr 
of the Garden, Gen. 3. 8. It deſtroyed the! 
next, as to the State of their Souls; for it tn: 
them both legally dead under the Law-ſentend 
and ſo liable to eternal death; and ſpiritually de 
under the power of Sin, Eph. 2. 1. according 
that threatning, Gen. 2. 17. In the day that : 
eateft thereof, thou jhalt ſurely die. And, lofi 
it deſtroyed them as to the Life of their bod) 
for preſently they became mortal, fubject to 
. outward Miſeries, which are a temporal des 
and to the diſſolution of the ſoul and body. whi 
is natural Death; and, at laſt, dropped th 
body into the Duſt, according to that Ger. 3. 1 
| Duft thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return. | 
their Sin deſtroyed themſelves, lo it did thi 
Poſterity; and their ſinning Poſterity vefin 
themſelves by their own fin. Thus everie par 
. cular Sinner is a Self-deſtroyer. The Slothful Me 
ig ſaid to be his own murderer ; Prov. 21. 25. 
_. Sefire of the flothful killeth him. The adulterer is 
' own Murderer ; Prov 6. 32. Whoſo commitia 
Adultery with a Woman lacketh underſlanaing ; 
that doth it deſtroyeth his own Soul. The Dru 
kard is bis own Mutderer ; Prev. 23. * | 
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o hath Wo who bath a 2 who hath con- 
our hi ntions ? who hath Babling ? who hath wounds tuith . 
aring,; Cauſe ? and, who hath Reanejs of Eyes ? They 
nan t tarry long at the Wine, &c. How ſweetly 
| killiYþever it go down, at laſt, it bites like a Serpent, 
ructidh:d ftings lite an Adder. Thus the Extortioner is 
' deatis own Murderer : He heaps up Treaſures of 
into engeance for himſelf, James 5. 3, 4. The volup- 
cd uhous, the wanton Debauchee is his own Murde- 
5. Er, Tone 5.5. Ye have lived in Pleaſures on the 
aradif@orth, and been wanton ; then it follows, Le have 
of thiwwri/hed your Hearts, as in a day of flaughter, 
mn ſelWicy that make Proviſion for the fleſh to fulfill the 
e Triffis thereef,, they but nouriſh themſelves for the 
they of ſlaughter, The falſe Prophet, and the falie 
maß teacher murders his own Soul, as well as the 


1ten@Huls of others. Hence ſuch are ſaid to bring upon 
ly de pemſelves ſwift deſtruction; and many following: 
10g Weir pernicious ways, their Fog a not f 
at ng time, lingreth not, and their damnation ſlum- 
rech not, 2 Pet. 2. 1, 2, 3z. In a Word, all im- 
bodWenitent Sinners are ſaid to treaſure up wrath to 


to 
dea 
whi 
| th 


temſelves again/t the day of wrath, and the reve- 
tion of the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 2. 5. 
[1 this ſays, that Sin is a killing Thing, and Sin- 
ers are ſelt- murderers and Self-deſtroyers 3 and it 


3. Ennot be otherwiſe, becauſe Sin is a Tranſgreſſion 
'. WO the Law, and the tranigreſſors of the Law are li- 
| thilble to temporal judgments here, and eternal here- 


eftr 
am. 1. 15. _ RE, 

The /econd Propoſition is, That as Sin is a hurt- 
l and deſtructive thing, fo the deſtruction it 
r 15 Wakes is very extenſive: Sin deſtroys and abuſes 


111/F-ery thing; it makes an univerſal Abuſe: No 
L onder, for it is an abufing of God, and if it 
ru 


ould, would deſtroy _— Therefore ye call it 
a 


ter; Sin, when it is finiſbed, bringeth forth death, 


| 
& 
i 
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' gainſt thee, thee only bave I ſinned, aud 


n 
a Deicide. It would pull God out of his Throne 
it abuſes his Authority interpos'd in his Law; ii 
abuſes his Juſtice, as if he would not puniſh; ay 
abuſes his Power, as if he could not; It is a 
abuſe of his Wiſdom, as if his Law were no 
right and reaſonable; an abuſe of his Knowledg 
and Omniſcience, as if he did not ſee and notice 
It is an abuſe of his long- juffering patience and for 
bearance; an abuſe of his ſparing Mercy and Kind 
neſs: And when it abutes God the chief Goodfl 
it muſt abuſe every thing. It is an abuſe of hi 
Threatnings, as if they were not to be feared; and 
an abuſe ot his Promiſes, as if they were not to ht 
regarded: It is an abute of his Holineſs, a dired 


contrariety to his Nature and Will: It is an at$ 


tempt upon his being; The Fool hath ſaid in hi 
Heart, there is no God. He wiſhes there wen 
none. Sin is an 'abuſe of Chriſt ; it is a refuſing 
and rejecting of him; an abute of his Perſon, Na 
tures and Offices: It is an abuſe of his Death, hi 


Blood, his Righteouſneſs: A neglecting of thi 
Great Saviour and the Great Salvation. Sin is an 
abufe of the Spirit: It is a refiſting the Spirit, 
quenching of the Spirit, a vexing of the Spirit 


à doing Deſpite unto the Spirit of God. It is ſuch 
an univerſal abuſe of God, Father Son, and Hoh 


. Ghoſt, that, no wonder, than they, that ſee Sinl 


with the P/almiſt, cry out with him, /aving, A. 
done this, 
and that Evil in thy Sight, &c. Pſal. 5. 4. When 


Sin thus abuſes the God of Heaven, no Wonder, 


than it abuſe Man upon Earth, Your Sin, Man, 
Woman, is an abuſe of vour rational Soul, which 
is capable of glorious employment in Heaven : But 


by fin it grovals on Earth among the Duſt, wal- 


Jows in. 2 Hthy Kennel. Sin is an abuſe of the 
Body, which ſhould be the Temple of the Holy- 


| Ghoſt, 


| 
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hoſt, it becometh the Temple of the Devil. Sin 
eſtroys the very Body: It is an abuſe and de- 
u ruction of Time, that precious Time hat ſhould 
 nofffle ſpent in preparing for Eternity. It is an abuſe 
ledg iind deſtruction of health and ſtrength; God lends 
icefou health and: ſtrength, and you employ them a- 
ainſt God; yea, Strangers, as the Prophet ſays, 
dof vii. 9. or, Strange gods have devoured them 
trength: It may be, ſtrange women, ſtrange 
aſts, ſtrange Lovers devour your ſtrength. Sin is 
Abuſe and deſtruction of wealch, Riches, and 
to b@or|dly Proſperity. God, as it were, bires the 
dired Vealthy to be dutiful to him; but Jeßburun like, 
hey kick againſt. him, when they wax fat, Deut. 
2. 15. Fer. 5.7, 9. ben | had. fed them ta the 
II, they then committed Adultery, and aſſembled. 
emſelves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, &c. Shall 
not viſit for theje Things! &c. Thus it was an 
Wegravation of I/rgePs Sin 3 they gave all to Baal, 
to their Luſts, Hof. 2. 8. She did not know, that 
is al gave her Corn and Mine and Oyl, and multiplied 
er Silver and Gold, which they prepared far Baal. 
ame give all the Silver and Gold that God hath 
Wiven them, yea, more than they can well ſpare, 
o their profane diverſions, idle, vain and wanton a- 
nuſements. Again, fin is an abuſe of warnings, 
fflictions, and Judgments. It is an abuſe of light 
nd knowledge: It is a crofling of che light of 
ature and of Scripture both. Men cannot ſin at 
o cheap a rate, as in the Days of Popiſb Darkneſs, 
hen theScriptures were locked up in an unknown 
ongue 3 If I had not come and ſpoken to them. 
hey had not had fin; but now, they haue no Gloak 
or their fin, In a word, fin is an abuſe of the 
ord, the preach'd word, the written word: It 
0ly-MPakes men wreſt the Scriptures to their own de- 
oſt, \ruction, to impugn the neceſſity of Divine Re- 

1 1 velation, 
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and-turn Deiſts, 8 Atbeiſts, and incarnat 
Devils. It is an abuſe- and deſtruction of Wit 
Realon, Talents, Sermons, Sabbaths, and ever 
A Z 3 > 
The third Propoſition is, That this certain ani 
univerſal deſtruction, that fin works, is gradual 
Sin deſtroys them like a Conſumption by degree 
tho? it brings /udden and ſurpriſing deſtruction al 
laſt, 1 Theſ.5. 3. yet it brings the heavie/t de 
ſtruction by ſeveral Steps, Pro. 39. 1. He that be 
ing often reproved, hardneth his Neck, ſhall ſudden 
be deſtroyed, and that without Remedy. We uſe te 
ſay, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, Men come not 
to the utmoſt pf vileneſs, but by degrees. James 
15. VV hen luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth ſin, 
and fin, when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death, 
In Nature corrupted, there remains ſome ſparkles 


. of Divine Light, ſome Bridles to reſtrain black and 


bloody, foul and abominable Sins, .to wit, Fear 
and Shame, the ſpies of the natural Conjcience; 
theſe muſt be abated by little and little, be- 
fore a Man grow impudent in ſin, declaring it as 
Sodom. The Perſon that hath got ſome. Chri/tiap 
Education, he firſt, perhaps, grows out of con- 
ceit with religious Duties, and neglects to perform 
them; then he begins to wiſh there were no pre- 
cept or Injunction to ſuch duties. Next, he falls 
a queſtioning, whether there be ſuch a Heaven or 
Hell, as Preachers hold out to him? Then he 
begins to pick-up all the arguments that can make 
for Heatheni/m, and againſt Chriſtianity or Divine 
Revelation: Then he hearkens ta nothing that 


will make againft him, and chuſes to deal with 


them that are-too weak for him ; ſor he hates the 
Light, and is afraid of it. After-this, he takes looſe 
reins, and joins himſelf with the Companies that 
practiſe yickedneſs, and agree With him in his 

ES Folly 


follows his luſis with greedineſs, reſolving, if 
be damned, he ſhall be damned for ſomething 2 
e theſe, Jer. 18. 12. ſaying, Theres no hope ; 
we will walk after our own Devices, and we 
every one dathe imagination of his evil Heart. 

"hus there are ſeveral S gps of Satan's Ladder, 


ners; and laſtly, he ſitteth in the Seat of the 


nul. Satan leads Men up the Steps of his Lad- 
es till they fall down and break their Neck. 
nr Temptation is offered, fir/t comes approba- 
eathi in the underftanding ; after that, conſent in 
rkle ill; after that comes Practice in the Affection; 
andi that comes cuſtom in the repeated Act; then 
Fearhbws delight in that ſinful Way; after this 
uce; Nes the Defence of it, with all the Rhetorick 
be- can invent; after that comes Boldneſs in ſia- 
it a with a Whore's Forehead ; And, laſt of all, 
tiapM&s ſcornir ⁊, and a drawing iniguitie with cords 


nitie, Iſa. 5. 18. Boaſting in wickednels, and 


orm]Wrg in their Shame. | a 
pre -- Nan acts Hr/t like a creeping Serpent, and then 
falls flying Dragon. His firſt Requeſt ſeems man- 


but one Day, and that Day to do what ſhe 


es Men till, they be hardened through its 
itfulneſs. It appears, at firſt, but little in 
ountain, in the Heart and Thought; then ig 
2S Out into a ſtream in evil word's; then it 


ofe fes into a River in evil Actions: Next, it 
hat into a Torrent, and overflows all in along 


„„ 15 
plly. And then finally, he laughs and ſcorns 
all the Miniſters of the Mord; and now he is 
me to his Ame, his Height in wickedneſs. Now, 


/ 1. 1. The Man comes firſt to walk in tbe 
nſel of the ungodly ; then he ſtandt in the way ® 


and madeſt, as Semiramis deſired of Ninus to 


— 


d ;. and in that Day ſhe cut of his Head. Sin 


2 
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Cuſtom, till it drown Men in Perdition, and 
17, nn it gradually deſtroys tem. f 
"7; The fawrth Propofition is, That this deſtroy 

ES evil is of our ſelves, and aur own obſtinate 1 
Men are apt to charge God fooliſhly, as if be wy 
the Author of their fin and ruin, tho' yet he 


T - | tlemly clears himſelf, by Oath, from baving 
* leaſt hand in it; Exek, 33. tt. As I live, {a 
. the Lord God, | have W Pleaſure in the Death 
1 the wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his 

© FS 8 and live, &c. 2 Pet. 3. 9. Heis not willing 1 
5d any ſbould periſb, but that all ſhould come to Ref 


tance. When God's furie breaks forth like fire 
gainſt impenitent ſinners, it is their own hand 
kindles it: Jer. 17. 4. I: have kindled à fin 
mine enger, which ſhall burn for ever. It was 
cry of Sodom's fins, that brought down the Almi 
E ty in flames of fire upon them. God doth not 
i oy ſtroy the ſinner. till the finner hath wearied G 
| . out of all patience, as it were: And hence 
ſays, 7er. 15. 6. I am weary with repenti 
thou haſt forſaken me, faith the Lord, thou 
gone hackward, therefore will 1 ſtrejch forth n 
Hand againſt thee, and deſtroy thee. I am we 
with repenting ; God bears with Sinners, till 
can bear no longer; Fer.44. 22. The Lord u 
no langer bear; hy] Becauſe of. the evil o 
Doings, and becauſe of the abominatians whuh 
have committed; therefore is your Land a di 
tion, &c. . | | 
| And as our deſtruction is not of God, far 
|» __. tsovrhn; 1tis wholly of out ſelves James 1, 
TT 14, Let no Man ſay, when he is tempted, | 
>| =» tgemptrdof” God: For God cannot be tempted ui 
1 | Evil; neither tempteth he any Man, But e 
| Man is tempted when he is drawn a ay of his 
Cuſt, and eiiticed., When Men break out | 
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„it proceeds from the luſts that war in their. 


corrupt fountain of the Heart, Matth. 15. 18, 


Chriſt ſays, Out of the Heart proceed euil 
he gts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 


ir feet run to evil: Why? whence is that? 


ath{Dlilows, their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity ;\ 
bis Wl hence it is ſaid, ver. 6. Their works are works 


„God Jaw that the wickedneſs of Man was great 
1d be earth. Why? whence was this? Every 
: frigination of the thoughts of his Heart was only 
vas Wl continually, Gen. 6. 5. There were evil mo- 


5 coniinually working in their Minds, and 
ce they became ſo monſtruouſlie wicked. . 
an's Sin is of himſelf, by reaſon of inòred cor- 


-nce gion, which gives matter, life ana being to eve- 
ent!n ; inſomuch, that were it not for this, nei- 
hou MF the ill cuſtoms of the World, nor yet the 
th Mptations of Satan could falten upon us. Hence 
wel ſee our Lord Jeſus, tho' he lived and conver- 
tina the world with all ſorts of People, yet no 
rd rements thereof could provoke him to fin. . 
of Wn alſo, in vain, attacked him with all his 
Whichhptations, but he had noi the Tinder in him 
; ive Fire to theſe Matches, according, as he 


far Wh nothing in me, John 14. 30. He hath no cor- 
5 1. matter 10 work upon: He may ſhoot his 
1, Its, bu: they return to his own UHH. Were it 
ted iben for the corruption ot our finfu! Nature, 
ut er the Devil nor the World could draw us to 
J Aud Satan knows this well cuough 5 bence 
n. : | "=, 


— — — — —— — mga ——— — — — m — Ce 
— —. 8 


1. 
7, Healing, killing, jwearing, whoreing and the 
mbers, James 4. 1. and from the motions of - 
that work there, Rom: vii. 5. it proceeds trom 


e witneſſes, blaſphemies, Thus, Ila. 59. 7. 


t was {aid of the old world what may be ſaid of 


himſelf, The Prince of this world cometh and 
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| 5 16 
. he ſuits his Temptations to our natural Incli 


ons. 
"7, WET Now, as Man's Sin is of himſelf, and his Ri 
o himſelf, ſo eſpecially it is of his obſtinate v 
e Fe 5. 4. Te will not come unto me that ye mi 
Dave Life, ſays Chriſt, Nothing from with 
| or Within is ſo much the cauſe of Man's Ruin 


| j 4 the ill. As fer the Body, it is but a Lump 
1 Duſt, that cannot act without the Mill; 
Hand cannot ſtir without the conſent of the 2 
1 . the Eye cannot look; the Feet cannot walk; t 
15 7 Tongue cannot ſpeak without the conſent of. t 


* And as the other Faculties of the Soi 
all of them are influenced according to. the moth 


ol the YYilL 
I find the Ignorance of the Mind attrib 


ted to the Obſtinacy of the Will, 2 Pet. z. 
This they willingly are ignorant of, that by 
Mord e Ged the Heavens were of old, Men hy 

the Light, and will not come to it, leſt th 

Deeds ſhould be reproved : Light is come inis 

world, but Men love darkneſs rather than lig| 

Again, the Affections are under the command 

the Mill; Fear, Love, Joy, Delight, Deſire a 
as it were, Lackies unto this commanding Facult 
The memory is regulated by the Will; it remet 

bers only thele things beſt, that the Will i, m 

delighted with, and what the Mil doth n on | 
the Memory doth not retain ; all the Thoug | 

4 under the Power of the Will, all the [magin i 
1 ons of the Soul fix themſelves on this or the oi 
Object, as the Will is pleaſed and delighted the 
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with or not: Thus, Nothing without or wil 
' - _ -* jnis the Cauſeof Man's Ruin--.,d Deftrutionfi 
Wa © much as the Will. It is the Will that rejects 
Wee: - 4] Ward of God, Prov. i. 30, 31. 7 hey would bi 
von of my Counke; they deſpijed my * 600 


N 


* ” 


Inclir 


is Nu 
ite Wi 
ye mig 
witho 
Ruin 
Lump 
J; U 
Vi 
Ik; 
of-t 
Ee So 
moti 


ir own Wickedneſs. Plal. 81. 11. My People 


ne of me, Matth. 23. 37. I would have ga- 
red you, but 1 would not. Iſaiah 30. 15. Jer. 6. 
„ 17. So perverſe is the Mill, and ſo bent are 
en to run themſelves upon eternal ruin, that 


| Fire. yea, they will do more to be damned}- 


re is the chief ruining Sin, «wi/ful rjeching 


ttribſWſcrcy Cod, the Chriſt of G. 4D 
z. Hence Men are ſaid to love Death, Prov. 8. 
by . All they that hate me, love Death; hence the 
n Mueſtion, YYhy willye die? Ezek. 18. 31. Men's 

t thEWwillingnefs to come to Chriſt for Salvation ap- 


ars by theſe two Things, among many others. 
They are naturally unwilling to come to the 
and Mutward Means of Grace; P/al 50. 17. Thou 


re e Inſtruction, and caſteſi my Wards behind thees 


aculi his hatred of the outward means, ſaying in Et- 
emenWct to the Almighty, Depart from us; for we 
m fre not the Knowledge Ld thy Ways, Job. 21. 14. 

nd refuſing with the Prodigal to return to our 


en of the outward Means, is evident from the 
o hoice they make of outward Things; for Ex- 


$ it not natural to you that are ungodly, ig chufe 
o be in any Place, rather than where th Goſpel 


nd Divine workhip, * be, when you come 


n to be ſaved, and chwſe to do any Things: 
her than to come to Chrift the Saviour ayd 
the 


mple, Man, tell me, what place do you chuſe? 


Py FR 
o 


ud not hearken to ny voice, and Iſrael would 


at her, till eompelled; this natural hatred, I ſay, 


8 powerfully diſpenced? You chuſe the Tavern, 
ather than the Temple; the- Place of Vanity 8 
nd Foolry, rather than the Place of Ordinances 


ey will do more to eſcape temporal than eter- -_ 
| Danger, more to eſcape a temporal than eter- 


RENT EE RENEE, 
+ they Hall eat of the Fruit of their own way, = 
ov. 11. 5. It is ſaid, The wick ſhall fall y © 


. * 
- 


ww - 


> beer a Sermon for your 3 19 on; 5 ſo 
| feeding ſome Luft or other; not for Food 
Edification for your Soul. Tell me-alſo, 'w 
Family do you chuſe? Such as have the iitpofi 
of themſelves had rather be in. a Family, whi 
there is nothing but Prophaneſs and wantopne 
than in ſuch where the Fear of God is taught, a 
where God is duly. worſkipped Morning a 
Evening. Again, what Service do you-chuk 
Some had rather undergo any Drudgery, than | 
employed in ſpiritual Worſhip. Nay, you m 
take the carrial Man, /ays ene, and tie him tg 
Poſt, and kill him with praying and Preachin 
W hat delight do 3 chuſe? Are they not f 
ther any vain, carnal Delights, than in divi 
and ſpiritual Things ? What Books | do yt 
chuſe? Would you not, many Ti ines, rath 
read any wild Nonne. than fit down and earl 
the Scriptures ? -Any Book rather than the Bod 
of God. And, ina Word, what Company d 
you chuſe? Is it not any carnal Company, u 
ther than the Comparſy of the Godly? An 
diverting or debauched Company, rather tha 
ſpiritual and edifying Company? He that is q 
right in the Way, is an Abomination to the wie 
+ ked. Any Converſation, or Communication 
choten, rather than ſuch as is inſtructive in. Rel 
gion. If any would attempt this in ſome Con 
panies, they would but expoſe themſelves to 
flouted as unpolite and unfaſhionable, in il 
| Profane Age. If Conſcience anſwer totheſe, an 
the life Queſtions, it will bear Witneſs to th 
Truth, 1 Men are naturally unwilling to ſul 
mit to the owtward means of Grace. 
2dly, It appears from this, that when Men at 
under the Means, they are un willing wo b 
| | *wrough 
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1. They 
nt Generation hate the light of a Teſtimony 
ruth, and againſt their 5 | 


ig, the Prieſt of Bethel, hated the Plainneſs of 
Wh mos, ſaying, The Land is not able to bear all his 
er, Amos vfl. Is. 
t, This Unwillingnelsto be enlightned is plain, 
SU Becauſe they hut their Eyes againſt the Light, 
nu will think well of themitelves, whateyer 
y ickedneſs be charged upon them, or whatever 


be ſhewed. them. 2. It they cannot keep out 
e Light; yet they let it in but by Halves, ufing 
| Art to diminiſh their Guilt, to leffen their Sin, 
at ſo they may have the more tavourable' Opi- 


on ſome other, it it be poſſible, as Adam upon 
rat, and ſhe upon the Serpent. 3. It the Light - 
1earVWth ſo far entred, that the Man ſees. bimſelf a 
 BodiW:crable Creature, then he does what he can to 
ny liver himielt from the Power ot Conviction, 
%a the Senſe of Sin? Nay, if he get his cor- 
Apt will, it ſhall neither tay ſo long with him, 
ther work ſo powerfully on him, as to oblige him 
is US come to Chriſt. 4. When Conviction hath 
- WIGS tar prevailed with him, as that he hath ſome 
ion houghts of coming to Chriſt, yet then he de- 
2 ys, and puts it off, through the Power of re- 


ime : And thus ſome delay to their eternal 


ake him judge be is in danger of periſhing for e- 


to th r, it he come not to Chriſt preſently ; yet, if 
o ſub od ſuffer his preſent- Fear to abate, then hs 
we, ſolution abates alſo, and he returns to his folly. 
en g O” finally, if his Fear return more ſtrongly 
To 0d „ C * + * upon 
ough | = 


rought pon by els Med vs; both unwilling” 
be nlite, and unwilling to be drawn. © © 
We unwilling to be enlightned, and 
t, John iti. 20, Thus doth thepre: 8 
Defections, as Amasi- 


on of themlelves: They will put the Blame 


eining averſion and Enmity; it is not yet 


uin. 5. If Light come yet a further ſtep, to 
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upon him. ſo that bob no Reſt or Qu 
I yet how unwilling is he to come te Chriſt who 
and. | - i he get not a further touch of DiyinePower, 
remains but half willing. He would have Ch 
or his Saviour to deliver him from Hell, not 
dis Loxdto reign over him, and deliver him fri 
4 ſin. Thus Men are unwilling to be entightn 
and averſe from lett ing in all the Light. 
1 2, Tho' enlightned, yet they may be un 
ling to be drawn to Chriſt, and hence reſiſt mi 
Strokes; and common Motions of God's Spi 
Thus a Man may have much, and long Exp 
- ence of the Bitterneſs of fin, and yet be unwill 
to come to Chriſt, and be ſaved from it. 
may not only know that Sin hath done him mi 
Miſchief, but that. it will do him much me 
and yet be unwilling to come to Chriſt. Hen 
have in his Eye the precious Promiſes ot glori 
Things, to be obtained in a way of coming 
Chriſt, and have ſome comfortable feeling 
theſe Things, even a Ta/te of the Powers of 
Horld to come, and receive the Word with 
and yet be unwilling to come to Chriſt. 
ther, God may ſet before him the dreadful thre 
| nings of eternal Death and Wreath, yea, and 
kl may have ſome Foreteaſte of the H/rath to ci 
like Cain and Fudas ; and yet, if God leave! 
there, he remains unwilling to come to Chil 
add periſhes for ever. | „„ 
People may be converted to ſome general Lil 
ing of Religion, and get be Heart- Enemie*l 
» Zhe Power of Godlineſs, having, a direct Eamill 
azainſt Religion, in the Heighth and Depth, ffi 
Length, and breadth of it. Enemies to 
- - Height of it, or to a high Profeſſion, eipecial 
in a Time wherein it may be dangerous to con 
_ Chriſt openly before the World. They rech 
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| 
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y 1. 


r Qui 
who 
wer, 
e Chi 
, not 
im fri 
ight * 


of : They are not for wading into the depth of 
it, but only for ſtepping about the Skirt, the 
Hem; the Outſide of it. Enemies io the Length 


God. What J to be ay watching, ay praying; 
his is intolerable. Enemies to the Breadth of it, 
as it extends to their Thoughts, Words and Acti- 


ft mihons, to all Times, Places, and Companies: 

Spi Tunis is intolerable alſo. Thus Men diſcover 
Exp their hatred of Religion, who yet have no will 
will to be thought irreligious; and thus Men wilful- |} * 


it. Wy deſtroy themſelves. . 


m My 
me this Branch of the Text. Many Leflons may be 
He nfMWhence learned: I ſhall therefore, from what I 
rlorif@have ſaid, deduce a few Things for Information 
ning nd Humiliation. | . 85 
ling 17. For ay G Hence learn, 1. What 
of WW for lorn Condition the Fall of Adam hath brought 
% Nis into! We have run away from God, and 
| f will not be called back to him. Men are become 


o mad and diſtracted, as to chuſe Death, and to 
be in Love with Sin our mortal Enemy; This'ts ' 
he Condemnation, that Light is come into the 
Vorld, and Men love Darkneſs.. None are greater 
Enemies to Sinners than themſelves; they. are 
Kt heir own$ Murderers, Butchers and Executio-. 
ners. They will be away to the Devil, to their 


them to Hell: The Bible calls them Dogs and 
S wine, becauſe they run as Dogs to the Vomit, 
and as Swine to the Puddle. . 

2, Hence ſee, that it is no eaſy Matter to con- 
ron ert a Sinner. True Sonverts have good Reaſon” 
rech give God the Glory of their Converſion 5 tor 


- 


A 


he Depth of Religion, and to the Myſtery there- 1 


of it. The Hypocrite will net always call upon 


I propoſed to apply or gather ſome Fruits from 


ins, to their Luſts: Their own Feet carry - 


is God. No Thanks to Free- will. 


9 


* # 


_ 


aye 


3. Hence earn whom Sinners | 


_.- / cules for their Sin Axe, fince it is ſuch 


__  . Fous and deftrug 


1 |  - wilFbe a neverdying Worm in their Brea 
much are they to be pitied, when, inftead « 


75 #1 4 VF | ; » * 1 . 
ſelves, by their own deſperate Wickneſs? 


3 


All tbe Means of his Om Salvation. 
12 baye to bla 
For heir Ruin, and how vain their 8! 1 


ing themiclves, they are putting Hands to 


_ * W 8 | | 
he that hath wrought them to the felf-fame Thin 
| 4 n. | Let the 4 
minians try what Hand they can make of it. My 
bad once Free- will to good and evil both, in 

State of Innocence; but now, in Ny corru 
Kate, he hath no Free will but to evil. He hat 


a Heart full of Eumity again Gia, and again 


and Ex 
dange 


(_v3_) 

5. See bew little Refer? ſinners Bere to be TIE "#4 
# and merry, in a Courſe of Sin. Do'yuu 
e the wickeg mockers of God and Religion, how. - 
ey are dancing towards the chambers of < 1 
las! does Self- murder delerve a Sony 9 
ph? Prop 26. 18, 19. As a- mad ab 
eth Fire-brands, Arrows and Death; 4 is wor pn 
lan that decti ves his Neighbour, \ard 2 15, M 
t 1 in Sport 2 O! What mad Mega hee 
at are deceiving and deſtroying thengelves, and 
t ſaying, Am not 1 in ſport | It is a ſtrange Coun- 
| that Solomon, after fad experience he had of his 
vn Folly, gave to the young Man, Elciiſ. 11. 9. 
joice, O young Man, 15 thy youth,” and let thy 
e O art cheer thee in the x 4 of thy Youth, and 

in the ways of thy Heart, and in the i fight af „ 
„Hon Eves 3 but toto thor, that for all theſe things © + 
| pd twill 571 ing the into Judgment. Here is a i 
omedy in the firſt part of the Veriez but a 


wil Tragedy in the laſt Part of it, When 1 ice 59 K 
Hop- th played her Part, Vengeance leaps upon the . 
not ge Rejoyce O young Man! Why ? this is 

Sin- ve Allowance. Well, but remember * a 

the& Judgment to come; 9. d. take thy pleaſure/, 


t conſider thy Doom; fin on, if theu dar'ſt? * 
he Comedy is ſhort, but the Tragedy is long. 


1 t the Rejcice and the Remember together, and 8 
\on- Mc, whether you will refeyce or remember? 

and hether you will take your ſhort Heaven now, 

Chis My our long Hell hereafter? Whether you'will 
joy Me the Pleaſures of fin now, Which cannot 
ity- dk Death and Judgment in the Face withoup . 


ng damped ; or the Pleafures of Religion ai. 
the Tribulation that may attend ſt; that cant 
k u"on death and Judgment with Joy ? 0 
Ir P eafures | that cannot ſtand a ſerious thoughr 
Dea rand TR. —_— 

Hej 


| N Se I 
V 5 155 As 
thrje\things 1 Why ? The Judge ſets puny 
upon the Table of Rememberance; item, Þ 
Drunkenneſs ; item, tor your W hoxedom ; ter 
for Swearing ; item, for Sabbath-breaking 3 2zte 
for Mocking, and a thouſand things morez / 
| all theſe Things God will-bring thee to Fudgmen 
1 What a fair Threed have you ſpun, that muſt ar 
| |  ſwerforall? Who yet are not able to anſwyi 
for one, Rejoyce, but Remember; O here is 
-  Y*'ſad But, that ſpoils all the Sport. guil 
> Conſcience cannot abide to hear of Judgment 
becaule then the Sinner hears his own{Condem 
5 5 
Therefore, Sinner, laugh at Leiſure, left Ge 
laugh nex tat you and your Deſtruction, accord 
ing to Prov. 1. 24, 5, 26, Some laugh at tl 
word, which yet is fulfilling upon them; for 
lays, There ſhall be in the lafl Days Scoſfers walkiq 
after their own Luſis, ſaying, Where is the Prom 
of bis coming They eſteem no more of his 'T hreal 
nings denounced in a preached Word, than 
Flaſhes of Lightning in a theatre, or Thund 
in a Stage- play. But Death and an awful 7 
bunal will be found no Matter of Sport; and ti 
more any fear the threatned Wrath of God, tl 
leis ſhall they feal; To this Man will I look, tv 
to him that trembles at my Word; but the 1: 
you fear, the more ſhall you feel ; Pal. 90.1 
Who knoweth the Power of thine Anger | even 
cording to his Fear, ſo is his Wrath. 5'£_— 
6* Hence we mav learn what it is; that rv 
famous Churches; O lſrael ! thou haft defiroyed 


* 


—— 


os > —— = s — > * 
8 5 — — a3 + 
1 F * 4 ' * - — 1 — 2 — OI 
y " n 1 1 . hacked " ws 7 3 Y 7; = 5 3 
, — — . „ „„ „ , a . „ n 2 4 , r N 
- — my on 2 . ILOCTNNET . 0 0 « 
P 2 1 * err 6. . Fg = a ay et 5 —_A — — N — n * — 
— r n n Ix; — $3 5 A 1 
. Nr A ARES 23 2 8 3 —— * SE 2 =? 1 * N , 
OE wet hats — mY - > K * » p ig I 5 i 
, — , + 1 * | a * 4 * * . 
» 6 47 a. - M * hos. 
ths . * 
p l * r 232 * * — ; » 
N . , * 8 wo 1 
” 


w - * 
6 


7 
1 
Y 
. 


wean ne FAA Ed ED ox 


* - gow 
. 


| 1 ſelf. What brought Dejolation upon them, bill 
Wm +, their own Sin? And particularly, their 1, 
0 departure from God, and refuſing his Help, 
140 offered Salvation. Pſal. 81, 11, 12. My Pa 
14 would not bearken, & c. Matth. xxiii. 35, 
uk „ ES | 


How often would I babe gathered your Children 3 


I have done it? but ye world not. Bebold, your 
Hauſe is loft unto you deſolate: It is left empty, 
empty of all its Multitude, that uſe to come to 
ſolemn Feaſts, Lament. 1. 4. Empty of pure Or- 

ainances, tho“ once the City of our Solemnities; 
empty of powerful Influences of my Spirit, and 
Wo to you, when I depart: Empty ot dili- - 
gent Labourers and faithful Preachers, having, ip- 
Witcad of Miniſters, Seducers; inſtead of Paſtors 
Impoſtors ; 'inſtead of Labourers, Loiterers. Be- 
hold your Houfe is left to you deſolate: Ft is let: to 
ou, being left of God, it is yielded up to YOU. 
Churches and Cities left and deterted of God, are 


785 yielded up to the worſt of Sinners; and what 
ali will they do with holy Things, or holy Places, and 
ron y Ordinances, and holy Sabbeths, when left to 
ohreil them, and God himſelf js gone? How will they 
an (Prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Ordinances, de- 
hundMitroy the Doirine, 7 "or/hip Diſcipline and Govern- 
nent of his Houſe ; break down the carved Work ; 
nd and turn the Houſe of Prayer to a Den of Thieves? 
od, M Bebeld, your Houſe 15 left unto you deſolate. 

k,t 2dly, For Conviction and Humiliation, Ovght 


convinced, that this is the Caſe with us. And 


o. 
Tn that God is faying to us, as he did to 1/rael, Oo 2 
| Scotland, thou haſt deſtroyed thy fe! O Edin- 
t ru burgh, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf . O finner, | 
yed thou haft deſtroyed thy ſelf O let Miniſters and 
m, People take with the Charge, Thou haſt deflroxed 
. wil /e; bere, let us Lament and be humbled 
ſelp, before God. 33 - 
Pei How many ways might we mention, hath | 
v7, Scotland been deſtroying Sn. ſince our glori- * 

; | 9 | aus 
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&c. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem,” haw often wanld © 


we not this Day to be humbled before God, and 


| PC 

u, Reformation from Poperyt Particularly,. h 
breaking our National Coyenant yith God 
We gave our Hands ſolemnly to God, and the 


dgdeparled from him; and gave our Hands to - thi 

Men of the World, by publick Reſolutions, t 

9) © join, with them: Yea, we diſhonoured 'himh 

10 burning our Covenant with the KING of King 
441 and giving ſacraligiaus Homage to the Kings « 

1 the Earth, as if they had been ſupream over al 

„ Petrloræ, and in all Cauſes, Civil or Ecclefiaſtich 

F by defiling ourſelyes with many Oatbs, contra 
* to the Oath, of God, and accepting Indulgencit 


fcunded upon that wicked Supremacy aſſumed ove 
the Houſe of God: by involving ourſelves in th 
Gult of their Blood, that ſuffered tor the Teſtimon 

of Jeſus, in witneſſing for him as King in Zion, ii 
Oppoſition to ſuch as robbed him of his C ratun 

by neglecting, at the merciful Revolution, thy 

\ faireſt Opportunity of riviving a covenanted R- 
formation, and rebuilding his Houſe upon the right 
Foundation: But, inſtead of that, we may ſay; 
Me and our Fathers have finned; P/al. cvi. 6: 
Fe underſtood not his wonders, not remembred ni 
the Myltitude of bis Mercies ; but provoked him al 

. #he Sea, oven at the Red Sea, at the very Time 
and Place of deliverance from Tyrrany and Arbi. 

1 trary Power. 5 | Y ' 
But, in latter Times, How have we deſtroyed 
ourſelves more and more? . I ſhall mention ſomt 
Sins that ruin and dz/iroy Churches and Nations; 
and we may conſider, Whether or not we have 
been and are defiroying ourſelves therewith. i. 
Lutewarmneſs and Indifference in Religion is 1 
deſolating and deſtroying Sin; Rev. iii. 15, 16 
Hecauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither told nit 
t., 1 will ſpue the out of my Mouth. This mage 
GOD caſt off that Church” of Laodiceg; and. 


1 . , q l . 
L W's — 


Pt this the Sin of this Generation? interpendent, 
Nit were, and hanging between Heauen and Hell, 
yp, ween God and Baal; Zeal for theKingdom,and 
GogWuſcand Honour of Chriſt wearing gradually;out. 
the. 429/1a/p from God is a de/olating Sin io Chur- 

o this and Nations; Rev. 2. 4, 5. Deu haſt left 

us. ri Love : Remember N from whence 

n baſt fallen, and repent, and do thy firſt works, © 

Ling elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and will re- 
ngs oi®* thy Candleflick out of his Places: The Cand- 
er is the Church, the Sin that removes the Cand- 


ich is Apolaſy, And are not we chargeable in 
NITAy 
encii 
dove 
1 the 


ient Truth of God for ne Errors, new gods, 


t damnable Errors, and Dodirines of Devils, 
ny of theſe tolerated, untouched and uncen- 


a ed by the Judicatories of the Church; | chargg- 
an Wc with Apoflaßß, in Affection, having 4% our 
„Lee; Jer. 2. 2. The Lowe of our  Ejpouſals, 
7 R, en our Land was married to God by /olemn, Ce- 
7 © With Apoſtaſy in Practice and Conver- 
/ ſay ion, as many of Chriſt's Diſciples left him, 

i. Nen he was apprehended : Yea many, that ſeem 

1d not run well for a Time, they fit up; they begin 


the Spirit, and end in the FHlaßb. 


Fin 3. Barrenneſs under the Means of Grate, that 
Arti. od hath been ſome Time giving a plentiful Al- 


| ance of, is another Sin that brings _ Deſolation 
rol Deſtruction; this is repreſented by the Curſe 
fome 


7 bv E Th 
Have p Ax is laid to the Root of the Trees: There- | 
\ every Tree, which bringeth not forth good Fruit, 
is eon down, and caſt into the Fire, Matth. 3. 


d. It under Zion's Bleſſings we bring forth Sa- 


16, | £0 W 
E 4 n's Bloſſoms, ſee what God will do; 1/azah 57 
made | REE 1 
nd 4 | 


10 


Is Land with Apaſlaſy in Judgment, leaving the 
t old Devils? Deut. 32. 17, 18. new Lighis, 


nounced upon the barren Fig-tree, Luke 13. 
Cut it down, why . cumbreth it the Ground; 


41 » 
* 


hn | EN „ "lf 
- I'll break up the Hedge, and dreſs it no more, 
Clouds ſhall rain nd Rain upon it, '&c + 

2. Union and Communion with a wicked 
is Church- deſlroying and Soul. deſiroying, for 
Companions of Fools ſhall be deſiroyged. There 
fintul Unions and Afſectations, whereby Chun 

-- © and Nations may be deſtroyed; ſuch was our 
roy porating Union with Enęland, upon Terms. 
poſite to out Covenant anion fotmerly with the 
to which may be applied P/al. 106. 28, 35, 
'- They joined themſelves unto Baalpeor, they u 
mingled" among the Heathen, and learned vi 
Forks, Many a lad Leſſon have we leaf 
from our Neighbours, and many diſmal Ct 

_ quences have followed this Incorporation. | 
Hignedly enlarge not upon any of theſe T hit 


cure them; ſee Micah 3. 10, 11, 12. Thi 
fore ſaith the Lord, Zep. 3. 11. Thou halt 


*!11 [79 that are more fully repreſented in a pubfil 
„ Teſtimony among other Hands, adopted by 
r that have invited us to this Days Work here. 
r 5. Pride of Privileges and confidence in 
0 lf | Church and Temple, like the Jews, that © 
N The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord 
11 ßeſe, Jer. 7. 7. As if an eſtabliſned Chu 

94 E could be their Security; But, What is the N. 

1 1 of the Church, when the Glory is departed ? 

1. is not their Confidence, that the Lord is 1 

13 them becauſe they are a Church, that will 

. 

i 


more be haughty, becauſe of my holy Mount ain. 

4 6. Groſs and curſed Hypocriß is another 
r ſtructive and deſolating ſin, Matth. 23. ver. 
ee and cownward, eight Woes are denounced agi 


e -» Hypocrites, Hypocrites mock God, and 4% 

|| BY themſelves; they proſeſs one Thire, and are 
ally fome Thing ele; like the Blaſphemy 
theſe that ſaid, they were Jews, and were 


3 


Pf 


ore, 


for Nofeſs to be a true Presbyterian Church,” and yet 
here really Antichriſtian or Eraſtian; O Hrael ! then 
Chun / deftroyed thy ſelf, ckæc ec. 
3 our 7, Stubbornneſs and Incorrigiableneſs is a defolat= 


rms 

th Hr Rod prevail with a People to leave their ſin, 
35, Wd return to him, this brings Temple deſolation, 
Pry ud bodies {tiff heavier and heavier Judgments: 17 


theje Things, ve will not be reformed; then will 
puntfh you ſeven Times more, and yet ſeven Times 
are, and I will walk contrary to you, Ley. 26, 


d ye have not returned unto me; therefore pre- 
pre to meet thy God, O Iſrael! . 324 


t were the Synagogue of Satan, Rev, 29. 
Whey profeſſed to be a true Church, aud yet 
4 ere but a Church malignant; as if ſome ſhould 


g and deſtruſmive Sin: When neither Nr 


L — 


z. Amos 4. 12. I have ſo and ſo puniſhed you, 5 


— — — 


rr 
* * 
KY 


* 


by 8. Covenant- breaking with God is another de- 

re. lating and deſtructive Sin, in that ſame Chap. 

in ev. 26. 25. I will bring @ Sword upon jou that 

t ei l avenge the Quarel of my Covenant ; ſuch an 25 
Lori enging Sword is yet hanging over Britain and , the 
Chu land, for breaking, burning, and burying out | 


f Mind theCovenant made between God and our 


ear? Well, bur ſee, what God. hath a- mind 
0 do, Deut. 29. 24, 25. after an Account of 
od's Covenant with them, 2 Kings 17. 13, 14, 
„ Be | | 


her 
er. hich go together, is a defolating and defirutFive 
7; Hoſ. 4. 1, 2, 3, 6. Hear the Ward of tbe 
dvd, ye children of Iſrael, the Lord hath à contro 
are // with the inhabitants of the Land, be- 
emyW-2/e there im no Truth, nor Mercy, nor Naoto: 
re 


U > 


-” 


9. Ignorance of God, and Profanity, of Lrfe, | 


age of God in the Land; by ſwearing, and ing, 3 
| 7 8 Porn 


athers ; tho many ſay, What have we to do 
ith what our Fathers did this Time bhunder 


$5 
* 


and killing, and flealing,. and committing Adul 
rp, they break out; and Bleod touches ' Blaad. 
what a Catalogue of profane Courſes, accomp 

nies Ignorance of God, and what follows, Ther 
fore fhall the Land mourn, and my People are d 
frayed for lack of Knowledge. Here we ſee, th 
_ prophane People, tho* they ſhould be never ſui 
great Wits, and have never ſo much Head- Ani 
ledge, yet they are ignerant ot God, and their 
norance deſiroys them. ona erd oe Ml 
10. Another deſolating, Churchzuining an 
deſtroying Sin is, the rejecting of Chrift from bt 
ing their Lord and King. CHRIST will be {6 
King, and will have none upon his Thrane 
himſelf; and when a Church rejects. him 

a King, then he rejects them as a Church. TI 
Was fearfully exemplified in the Jets, wi 
they ſaid, we will not have this Man to rein 
ver us; and, we have no King but Ceſar; thy 
out of their own Mouth, they verified 7 
old Prophecy, That the Scepten was departed n 
Judah, and the Law: giver from between his. 
and therefore Shiloh was now come, the true Mil 
| -  flah was come, and him they rejected from : bem 
/ | »-* their Hing, and therefore he rejected them fro 
being his Church. What for a Body is that 

- Which wants the Head? And what for a Churc 
is that, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks,. Col. 2. 19 
Not holding the Head? CHnnrtsT is the Head 

the Body, the Church, but will Chriſt hold thi 
Church as his Body, that does not hold him 

| nor hold only as a Church of him as their Zea 
„ and King? | | „ Nt eo 
5 Here it will be expected, I ſhould, ſpeak 0 
ſome late Practices by the generality of Miniſtet 

in Scotland, that were, whatever the . Profeſſion 

to ibe contrary be, a practical diſclaimipg d 
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nete Headihip and Supremacy. of our Lora 
s Chriſt- over his Church. I ſhall only fay, 


ian Act is ſuch an Affront done to our Glo- 


cover it with the fair Mask of mutual for- 
ance and brotherly Love ; yet, I doubt not, 


as it will be remarked to Poſterity, as a crown- 
; Piece to Scotland's Defection at this Day, ſo 
7 Lord will reſent it, among other Injuries 


> to him, when he comes to plead his Con- 
erly. 3 0” ey 


Th he Judicatories have been of late refuſing to 
mu TIF Teſtimony offered to them, and now 
224 WM iſhed for God and his Truth; and there- 

. a | little Wonder, than God hath left them to 
75 in with theſe open Indignities done to the 


'n Royal of King Jesus. And this hath 


8 ributed to confirm ſome in the cout ſe they 
e bed to of teſtifying in a Way of Succeſſion 
bei them, who bad, ſo long Time and by ſo 
fro Acts, been ſuppreſſing the Truths of God, 
* oppreſſing the People of God, obtruding 


lies upon reclaiming Congregations, and 


Ze auering the Flock of Chriſt as Sheep with- 
ead Ma Shepherd; and aſſuming a Power and Au- 
d thy ity contrary ' to the Warrant of the Nord. 
| 2» eſe and the like are the circumſtances of the 


taken the Method of teſtifying againſt the 
ctions of the Day that now they are upon, 
ought any to reckon it a $h:/matical Courſe. 
> none can juſtify themſelves trom being 


* þ 


at the general Courſe of falling in with chis 


5 King Jeſus, that tho* Judicatories ſhould _ 
ſpire to bury it in the Grave of Oblivion, 


Icatories, none need think ſtrange, that ſome | 


'y of Diſhonour done/ to their Glorious 
„ yet let them bear moſt the Charge of 
mn and Diviſion, that divide moſt _ 8 | 


it D | | ; ( 32 £ | 9 
Ws i Head Jeſus Chriſt, and from the Truth, a 
Wh | in him. Let none think theſe are the Din 
A who are but che imaileſt Number, taking 3 
#118 ferent Courſe from the reſt, When the 
MIR - Church turned Arrian, departing from Chri 
1 il . - Head, except Athanaſius, I have no Diff 
ih; in faying, they were all Sh;/maticks, but hit 
41 Let the true Nature of Sh%m be conſidered 
1 


1 we may then either defy Reproach, or, as 
it 11% zs the Lord is with us, we may eaſily be; 
,. We are not good Soldiers of Chriſt, nor Fol 
FIN ers of him, if we cannot endure a Hiſs for C 
1 who endured the Croſs, and dejpiſed the Shan 
us, and now is /et down at the Right. Hand | 
Throne of God as the Glorious King of Zion, 
Theſe are ſome of the Sins that deſtroy N 


. LS. 
” 


5 1 
N a „ Nn 


1 1 

498-048 and Churches ; I might mention many 

| It 9s _ But if we reflect upon theſe, and the deep 9 

11,5 we have in them all; may we not receive 

It Can; tion offered here, O Iſrael! O Sail 
th "a thou haſt deſtroyed thy elf? » Magiſtrates, 
I} . fters and People have delfroyed themſelves : | 
f Wi; a Charge you read of in many Places of Script 
1 ſuch as Micab z. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7. EZ. 22.9 
N the Cloſe. | 


. hRut ſince, I ſuppoſe, the moſt here preſen 
17. from the adjacent City, we have Occaſion 
1 1 - to ſay more particularly, O Edinburgh] thay 


| deſtroyed thy/elf: Are not all the deſolating 
N deſtroying Sins, that I have mentioned air: 


1 io be found in thee! by which thou haſt b 


4 and art deſtroying thyſelf? And to theſe maj 
11 . ; . . 

11 added ſome other Sins, which I judge they 
ff  - chargeable with, and ought to be -humbled 
ol this Day. 1 . . 

1 Is not Pride, Idleneſs, and Fulneſs of Br 
1 that was the Iniquity of her Siſter Sodom, allo 
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alling for Mourning, I/aiab 22. 12, 13, 14. 


ot the Poor, their racking of Rents, their 

meg ice, and fraudulent Dealings between Man 
t bi Man; Fer. 5. 1. Run ye to and fro through 
ered, BF7r--1s of Jerulalem, and ſee if ye can find a 
23 Wh, if there be any that executes 8 "that - 


y bei /e Truth, Intimating how hard ft was to 


F oll a truly honeſt and righteous Man, and how 
or ee the city therefore was unto Wrath: Ci- 
an re deftroyed by Neglect of Family-worſhip 
nd Fading the Word of God, finging the Praiſes 
ion. od, and calling on the Name of God. If 
y Na eglect be the Sin of the City, it will be the 
Ly of it; Fer. 10. laſt, Pour out thy Fury 
eep Will the Heathen, and the Familtes that call not 
ceiveg Name. Cities are deftroyed by the Sin of 
Scot\efiting the Warnings of the Word, deſpiſing 

Sy ful Meſſengers they have had among them, 

5: ve them fair and faithful Warning. Edin- 

Crip} hath been privileged with ſome ſuch from 

2. 2 e to Time; but the more plain and faith- 


eſeni g nore deſpiſed and diſparaged. Jonah preach. 
ſion Wit one Sermon to Nineveh, and they repen- 
thou but many a faithful Preaching hath Edin- 
ting WP heard, and never repented; and perhaps, 


that have dealt with them moſt faithfully 
been treated moſt contemptuoufly, even as 
was called a pefiilent fellow. The Town 
orthampton in New England hath not had a 
Tack of the Goſpel, yet (as we hear) the 
there hath done Wonders, through the out- 


found with her? Ez#4. 16. 49. Cities are 
royed by Laxury and Wantonne/s, when God 


Juire before the Lord, it this be not the Sin of 
City? Cities are deſtroyed by their Oppreſ- 


R ©. ven. 


dme of them have been, perhaps, they were 


ff Brifing of the Spirit of God with it. But? 
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the yet unpurged Blood of Martyrs ſhed at 
of Tyzrauny, This Blood hath never yet 


what if God hath ordered, that the Pulpit 


T 
what ſhall we ſay? We have had the Bib 
our own Language, and the Doctrines of 


Goſpel diſpenſed for near two hundred Years, 
with how little Effect? How groſs our bs 


rance] how depraved our Manners ! how 


of Chriſtianity in a Chriſtian Nation! Andy 


if Ged be now ſaying, my Spirit ſhall no n 


ftrive with Man, it {hall no more ftrivean 
Edinburgh, it ſhall no more ftrive with Scott 
The Kingdom of Heaven hall be taken from) 
and given to a Nation bringing forth the bi 
thereof. N - Op 

Again, Cities have been deſiroyed by N 
and Blooa/hed ; for Blood hath a ftrong cry to 
ven for Vengeance, Gen. iv. 10, No do 
the City hath Reaſon to mourn, on this 
count, for much Bloodſbed committed therein, 
never mourned over. I mean not only 
Blood of Infants murdered in ſecret 5 nor ( 
mean only the Blood of 1nnacents, not long 
ſuddenly ſlaughtered at the Execution of Vi 
for which the Lord may plead a Contronw 
with the City, if it hath not been duly pu 
by publick Juſtice; far leſs need I here proch 
what hath been too much proclaimed already 
the proſtituting of the Pulpit, and the profanin 
many a a Sabbath Day: But I mean eſpec 


Crots, and in the Grals- market, in the late Ti 


duly mourned over by publick Humiliation 
that Account? and therefore it cries againſt I 
City for Vengeance, and againſt the Land. 


Scotland ſhould ring, ſo many Days with the Ni 
of the Blood of a Murderer, as a righteous, Jill 
ment upon them, for neglecting to mention i 


— 


was ſhed about the ſame Place. 


: Bible ut again, Cities have deſtreyed themſelves with 
fruous Mboradom and Adultery, ot which the. 


5 of | | » | 
c ears, | d ſays, Ter. V. 8. 9. Shall J not viſit for thelp © 
ur Iz: © and ſball nat my Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
ow on 45 this? If People at this Day, are de- 


\ | ; 
nan and Works of Dar#ne/s covered; if Church- 


no m 1 
rin 2 ſures and Diſcipline be bought away with 
Scotil ey, how provocking to God muſt it be, and 
from like the Popiſb Practice in their Book of 


25? So much for Whoredom, ſo much for 
tery, ſo much for Murder, and declaring, that 
ſuch Acts of Favour can be granted to the 
r; enough to invite Men to ſin, that know 


the þ 


to , 
4 do Price, betore-hand, at which they may be 
this 1 blved: or free of all Church: cenſure: If any 
rein, Ws: like this, hath, at any T ime, taken Place 


ng us, ſhall not the Lord viſit for the/z 
ngss: - 

gain, Cities have deſtroyed themſelves by Sabb- 
-breaking : as you may ſee, Amos viii. 5. 7. 8. 
ben ſhall the Sabbath be gone, ſay they, that we 
ſell Corn, and ſet out Wheat ? &c. Shall not 
Land tremble for this, and every one mourn that 
ells therein? Theſe that take their own Plea- 
es on the Lord's Day, kindle bis Difpleaſure a- 
nit themſelves, who ordered the Man that ga- 


ſpec | 

"g at red Sticks on the Sabbath to be floned to Death. 

e TW” Word, Cities have deftrozed themſelves by 
et Hir Abuſe of Plenty, as here in the Context: 


iii. 6, 7, They were filled, and their Heart 
Ws exalted; therefore they have forgotten me; 
MF 'e/ore I will be unto them as Lyon, &e. like 


pit /burun, that waxea fat, and kioked. When 
c Body was ſtuffed up with Plenty, the Sou! 
s, J E 2 FI Was 


— 
— 


ing their Sin as Sodom ; if Stews are tolera- 


CCS, 2. e 
over the Guilt of the Blo2d of the Martyrs, 


0 


: 8 at; 
was puffed up with Pride, forgetting God, a 
abuſing his Goodneſs to Laſciviouſneſs and Wy 
tonneis, conſuming their Time and Subftan 
with vain Shows, idle Aſſemblies, Plays, Ba 
and I know not what a Multitude of mad Amuz 
. ments, to gratify the Fleſh ; till their Plenty 
turned into Poverty, their Wantonneſs into W 
and Miſery, and their Time ſwallowed up 
"Eternity: O Ifrael thou baſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. 
Again, Let every one take home the Char 
O Sinner ! thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, as by th 
and the like Sins I have mentioned; fo partic 
larly by thy wilful rejecting of Chriſt, and 
willingneſs to come to him, which may be proy 
againſt you, partly by your Unwillingne/s to (i 
mit to the outward Means, and partly by yo 
Unwillingneſs to be wrought upon by them, 
have ſhewed already : So ſtrong, is your nat 
Enmity, that, it left to yourſelf, you are u 

ne. 5 
Again, Let the godly themſelves, take ho 
the Charge, and be humbled before God; 
cauſe, as ye are as great Self- murderers by \ 
ture as the reſt of the World; ſo even, fi 
Grace took a- Dealing with you, ſuch are 
Remains of that ſeif- deſtroying Diſpoſition, in in 
 merable Inſtances, that it may be ſaid, even to] 

that are ihe true I/rael of Gd, Oljrael! thou 
deſtroyed thyſelf. And tho? God had no off 
C ntiroverſie againſt Scotland, than even the 
quities of Sons and Daughters, it is enough; t 
Umnuatchfuineſs, their Untenderneſs, their Neg 
ot a Geſbel-conver/ation, Neglect of relative UL 
ties; their deteſtable Neutrality in the Matters 
God; their grievous In/en/iblene/s of the Dil 
nours done to Chriſt; their little Love to, 1 
Sympathy with one another ; their Bitterneſs) 
5 5 Prejud 
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dite and devour one another, What a ie 


Thing is it, it in Matters that might either 
accommodated, or born with, Chriſtians ſhoy 
deſtroy themlelves, and deſtroy one another? Ho 
is our God thus diſhonoured, the Goſpel diſcr 
dited, Religion wounded, and the Hands of W. 
neſſes for Reformation weakned? 

Ina Word, The Children of God themlſely 
have, at this Day, deftroyed themſelves, by len 
ing their firſt Love, by their Carnality in the 
Word and Walk, and their evil Heaf? of Unbelic 
in departing from: the living God : By the 
Things they deſtroy themſelves, deſtroy the 
Peace, deſtroy their Comtort, deſtroy their Afl 
rance, deſtroy their Freedom in coming to Go 
deftroy their Name and Credit. They deſtre 
their Beauty and Livelineſs, and provoke G. 
to write bitter Things again/i them, Vea, 


Children of Grace may by their uncircumſpe 


Walk, provoke their heavenly Father to bre 
them with Breach upon Breacb, and to bring hea 
Strokes, both temporal and ſpiritual, upon then 
Deut. 28. 58, 49. Let none of God's Pep 
therefore ſay, ſuch and ſuch Inſtruments have « 


ſtroy'd us, Miniſters and Judicatories have 


ſtroyed our Church-Privileges and Liberties, ü 
robbed us of our ſpiritual Rights. Whate 


Truth be in this, that Way of ſpeaking lookst 


like due Humiliation before God; for theſe 1 
but the Fruits of God's Anger againſt us for 0 
Sin, Iſa. 64. 5. Behold thou art wroth, far | 
have fanned. Ir; is an angry God that leave 
Generation of Sinners that are Self- deſtroyers, 
be alſo Deſtroyers of one another; and theret 
let us blame ourtelves, becauſe we have fini 
and brought on all this Deſtruction 21 ourſel 
It would look like #ind/s Humiliatior 


e | 


if ef 


; 
| 
1 
4 
| 
, 
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5 6390 „ 
e were ſaying, Lam the Achan that hath trau. 
4 the camp F Tſrael, I am the Jonah that hath 
led this Storm of Wrath, lam the Sinner that 
th provoked God to leave Miniſters and Ju- 
atories to themſelves, and to leave his Houſe 
ſolate, it is 1 that have provoked him to fend 
e looſe, lax, and corrupt Mimiiry here and 
ere through the Land; it is I that have pro- 


mlſelve 
by leaf 


n thei * 
Inbeliak<d him to leave ſome good Miniflers to make 
tbe A Detection; tor it is poſſible 1/rae”s Sins may 


ovoke God to leave a Miniſter, as good as 
won the Saint of God, to ſet up a golden calf in 
ſoreb. Let every one of us not only hear the 


y the 
r At 
o Gol 


deſtrMbarge, O Ifrae!! thou haſt de/iroyed thyſelf, but 
e cus take with the Charge, laying, I am the 
ea, Mn that hath deſtroyed my ſelf, and deſtroyed 
:m ſpe Generation, and my Sin may juſtly provoke 
o bgm to ſend more heavy Deſiruction yet, and ter- 


dle Deſolation: For it every Sin deſerves God's 
avy Wrath, what may my aggravated Sins 
ovoke him to? We never lie open.to Mercy, 
to Goſpel-Grace, ſo much as when we take 


g hea 
then 
Peor 


ave d | 

ve ith the Law-Charge, and aniwer to the Voice 
-s, God, O Iſrael! thou haft deſiroyed thy ſelf ; 
hate ruth, Lord, I have deftroyed myſelf : And if 


ought to this, then hear and conſider. 


oks! | 
The ſecond Branch of the Texr, In me is thy 


ele | 


or , importing, that our Relief and Deliverance 
for only owing to G. d, and his ſovereign Mercy; 
rave an. 9.9. To the Lord our God belongs Mercy 


nd Forgiveneſs, tho we have rebelled againſt bim. 
ind ſince all have deſtroyed themielves, none can 
e ſaved but in a way of free Mercy, as God ſays 
o Moſes, Exod. 33. 19. I will be gracious to 
hom J will be gracious, and ſbet Mercy to whom 
wil ſheww Mercy. He might juſtly ſuffer all to 
oon in ruining themlſelves eternally ; but as he 

pro- 


/ ers, 
ere 

finn 
rſel! 


' 


proclaims Mercy in 0 Goſpel, fo te Whom 
ever he extends Mercy, he muſt do it by an / 
of ſovereign Grace, delivering them out of tt 

own murdering and deſtroying Hands. 
Nov, Sirs, here is another Root of #rue | 
pentance and Humiliation; the former is a tt 
Senſe of Sin as a Deſtroyer; the next is an 4 
prehenſion of the Mercy of of God in Chriſt! 
a Saviour, and the only Help, in me is thy H 
The Root of true Religion lies in a right Vie 
of our ſelves, and our own Sinfulne/s; and ne 
in a right View of God and his Grace: F. 
clearing this Matter I offer a tew Remarks. 
Firſt, I remark trom the Scope of God's War 
here, That he takes Occaſion from our Sins 
let out his Grace. Man is unmerciful to hin 
ſelf, but God is merciful to him. 80 cruel 
Man, that he deftroys himſelf; fo kind is Go 
that he offers his Help, and hath lid Help up 
One that is mighty, upon his eternal Son, Who 
he hath given to be the Helper and Saviour, 
ſhew his Mercy. And by this In/tance we mi 
ſee, that God will do a thouſand Times more 
ſhew his Merey toward Sinners, than to ſha 
his Wrath againſt them. He hath ſet fort 
Chriſt. tro be the Propitiation, to make hi 
| ſhewing Mercy conſiſtent with the Honour « 
Juſtice, Rom. 3. 25, 26. It is true, ſome ma 
think, how comes it then, that there are mon 
dimned than ſaved; for Chriſt ſays, Strait is tl 
Gate of Life, and few there are that find it ? Bu 
here. anent the Paucity of the ſaved, it is to h 
conſidered, that, as it is not - improbable ther 
ſhall be more Glory among the few that ſhil 
be ſaved, than Wrath among the many that ſhi 
be damned; ſo there is more Mercy ſhewed | 
|  faviny 


6. 3 
ng a few, when he might have condemne 
than there is Juſtice ſhewed in condemning 
y, when he might have damned all. | 
gain, Mercy is abſolute, having Reſpe& to 
ing in us; but Juſtice hath a Reſpect to the 
nerit of Sin, ihe Wages whereof is Death. 
d, in ſhewing Mercy, is himſelf at the whole 
t: But we make Way for his Juſtice, by 
oking him. Damnation is an Act of Juſtice, 
our Sin obliges him to; but Salvation is an 
of Mercy, which he is under no Obligation io 
: Yet, notwithſtanding all our S8:nfulneſs, 
roclaims his Willingneſ and Readineſs to fave 
help. Hencel ihink it is remarkable, that, 
the greateſt Sins that ever were committed, 
> have been in/lantly the greateſt Diſplays of 


hom 
' an / 
of th 


rue J 
Sal 


j 


an 4 
hriſt 
y Hl 
t Vie 
d ne 


F. 


Won 
zins 
> hin 


rol cy: Thus the firſt Sin, by which all Man- 
Pm KO ruined, was ſoon followed with the firſt 
P up iſe wherein Mercy was proclaimed. Here 
who the greateſt Sin, the Root of all Sin among 
22 det the greateſt Diſplay of Mercy. 


gain, That Sin of the Fews, in crucifying the 
] of Glory, will be owned to be the greateſt 
and yet it is followed with the greateſt Diſ- 


IOre 
5 


fort and Proclamation of Mercy: Therefore, 
e. 24. 74. Chriſt bids his Diſciples go and preach 
= tance and remiſſion of Sins in his Name, unto 


ations, beginning at Feruſulem. Why, be- 
at Jeruſalem, who had juſt now embrued their 
ids in his Blood! Wh, they have molt 


mon 
15 f 


? BU: of Mercy, and the Offer ot it to them will 
g ikeſt the Soveraignty of it. O' who would 
** then put in for a Share of Mercy in the 


0d of Chriſt? Why ſhauld we refuſe our 


it ſhal Mercy ? Here is Water, what hinders bat 
fe Ire Baprized here is blood what hinders but 
aviny 


ie waſhen? . Nothing hinders but our own 
5 | i Wilfal 


1 


& 5 
. n 

| L wilful + rag wp continuing to deſtroy: 
V ' ſelves. Men will not welcome this Offi 
1 Grace; they continue to mill, till God ct 
[i Will, and make them willing in'the Day i! 


"3 s Power : And hence all that are helped, and 
Th ved but of their own murdering Hands, mi 
ſaved by an Act of ſovereign Mercy; 1n 
| thine Held. Again; Fl {| ÞF 
4 Second Remark I offer is, That the Natu 
| God requires, that, in helping and ſaving of 
| ners, his Grace and Mercy be free and ſover: 
uh | becaute he is a ſovereign God, infinitely hap 
5 himſelf without us; and it is at his Option to 
Ss + Nifeſt Mercy or not, to ſave or not, as mu 
it was at his Option to make Man or not, 
does what he will among the Armies e Hy 
=; Hence he exerciſes Sovereignty in the Cauſe MI 
bf he ſhews Mercy, even becauſe he will /hew 
cy; Sovereignty in the Perſon whom he | 


þ in the Time when he ſaves them, in the 1 

1 | ments by whom, and the Means by which he 
bk them. I might ſhew, at large, how he do 
# this according to his own Will and Pleii 
ih | James i. 18. Of his own Will begat be 
—_—  : ﬆ. % Eras. 

þ ' Thirdly, IJ remark, That the Nature of 
| requires this, that if he be (ſaved, it be by the 

bh ſovereign Grace, and Mercy of God. WI 

= 1. Man ? He 1s a deſpicable Creature, a We 
i Tear not Warm Facob. If Iſrael, that were 

1 a vaſt Multitude, ihe the Stars of Heaven 

Ss | numerous Offspring of Jacob, be but a Wo 
Wo God's Sight, then what is one Man? Yea 
1 fore God all the Nations of the Earth are 4 
1 thing, rea, Tejs than nothing and Vanity, Ifa. 

1 15. What a little Piece of that Nothing ate 

5 that God ſhould pity us! Man is a defo 

l 3 | 5 Crea 

| . 

[4 

| 


; | 3 3 : 4 3 * 
ature; over-run with the loathſome Leprofie 


0 

y; in; if there be any Hope for ſuch it muſt 
ere f the free Grace of God. Yea, Man is 4 
5 lious Creature, as I have formerly ſhewed; 


neither able nor willing to Help himſelf, but 
e and wilful in deſtroying himſelf. He de- 
s and oppoſes all the loving Arguments and 

tations to be reconciled with God, 2 Cor. 5. 


till And becauſe we cannot win at God himſelf, 
offrucify the Son of God, as the Jews did when 
eme upon the Errand of Salvation. Here is 
al cmper of the Sons of Adam, till Grace ſub- 


their Enmity. Is there any Thing here to 
2 God to ſave? O!] if free Grace did not 
De itſelf, we would perfiſt for ever in our 


ot. Ne | 
HiWicy. The Salvation that he _ to us, is 
fe er deſerved nor defired by us. Deſerved it 
0 Wot be, where there is ſuch a Deſert of Hell 
e Wrach. Defired it is pot, unlels God cre- 
Ii har Defire of Salvation, through Chriſt, in 
bel who by Nature wilfully reject bim. 

7 0g ; 1 3 . VCC 1 
— rthly, T remark, That the Nature of the 
z that he gives and offers, is ſuch as declares 


be only in himſelf that our Help lies. I 
inſtance. in the powerful Help we need, 
as to juſtifying and ſanctifying Mercy, 
e are two great Attributes of Sin, Guilt and 
'r. 1. Who can help away with the Guilt 
but a God of infinite Power ? It requires 


ere | | 
ener Power to pardon ſin, than to work a Mi- 

V or =pon the Body, Matth. 9. 5. Whether is it 
rei a, Thy fins be forgiven thee, or to ſay, 1. 


d walt? But that ye may know, that the 
Man hath power on earth to forgive ſins, 
are The Phariſees made the Odjection, hz 
give fins but God? Chriſt takes their owl 
rei Sy, 1 f | Argu- 
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Argument, and 1 it againſt ann ſhy 
ing that he was God, becauſe he could fory 
Sin. Why, can God only help from the G 
of Sin? Why, the Guilt ot Sin hath the w 
Strength of God's Law to back it, and take 
withit ; and God's Haw hath the whole ſtren 

ol infinite Juſtice to maintain it: Therefore 
muſt be an infinite Power to take away the 
of Sin, even that ſame Power that can fatixh 


pang Fu uſtice. | 
ho can help away with the Power of) 
Sin is not only an Enemy but Enmity; and 
kill Enmity and Reſiſtance againſt God, is 1 
than to create a World out of nothing, v 
there is nothing to reſiſt. To take away ſin, 
bring in Grace, that are ſuch direct Oppdl 
requires infinite Power te effect it. There 
the Underſtanding an Incapacity to underſtani 
Things of God ; for the natural Man ti 
not the things of the Spirit of God; they art 
i/hneſs to him. Hence the weapons of the Gi 
Warfare are powerful through God, to pull 
rong holds, and caft daiun vain imagingtions, 
exalt themſelves againſt the Knowledge of Cl 
and raiſe Millions of Objections againſt him; 
when God helps the Soul, he has all theſe | 
tains to level; Thy people ſhall be willing is 
day of thy power. Hence alto the ſame Pt 
that raiſed Chriſt from the dead, is requiſite 
raiſing a Sinner out of the Grave of Sin. 
Men talk of the Power of Nature as they 
let me ſee any of them that can raiſe them 
'Eph. 1.19, 20. The Change that God v 
when takes away the Power of fin, is 
Darkneſs to Light, from Death to Liſe, an 
it were, trom being Beaſts to be Men; 


43. 20, The Beaſt of the field * "honour 
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45 — 3 
Dragons and 4 6.1 Theie Beaſts ate 
n, who elſewhere are compared to the wild 
s Colt; This People have 1 formed for myo 1 
ſhall ſhew forth my Praiſe,, Ver. 21. 10 
e a Sinner a Saint, is as much as to make & 
aſt a Saint, or to turn a Stone to a Child of #- - 
ham: Therefore in God only is our 
1 e | | 
and now to apply this Branch of the Text. 
nce, 1. We may ſee where the: Help of a 
ed Church lies. Scotland hath deftroyed her 
„but where lies her Help? Vain is the Help 
Man; vain is the Help of Princes and Parlia- 
nts; vain is the Help of Church-judicato- 
3, The poor ſcattered Flocks in Scotland, op- 
ſſed with the violent Obtruſion of Hirelings 
n them, have been crying to Judicatories for 
Ip, but in vaip; their tender Mercies have 
n Cruelties. Yea, vain is the Help of all 
eatures, even of theſe to whom ſome are now 
king for Help, I mean a Handful of Minifters 
ociated together for the Relief of the oppreſſed 
ople of God, and for teſtifying againſt the 
drruptions and Defections of the Day; vain, I 
„is their Help, unleſs the Lord put to his 
and; for if the Lord do not build the City, the 
bilders build in vain. It is the Man whae 
ame is the Branch, that muſt build the Temple 
the Lord, and bear the Glory; your help lies 
the name of the Lord, that made Heaven. and 
rth: Yethenceſee, Be n 
2. That it is the Lord only that can raife up | 
elpers, and Saviours in Mount Zion; and 
erefore to him alone ought we to look, that be 
ould put a Bleſſing in any Means and Mints to- 
ards Reformation. Our Help being only in the 
ord does not exclude the Uſe of Means, but ob- 
| | liges 


| | | _ | * 
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( 46) | 
t:xes us thereunto, with an Eye to his help 
If Hand. And ſurely the Lord is calling us to oll 


Other Thing, than the preſent Judicatories 
doing. Is it not Duty at this Day to go o 
and do ſome Things that the Judicatories in Sy 
land will not do? Is it not Duty before God 
this Day to aſſert, and vindicate _ thi 
Truths of God that Judicatories have been bull 
ing; and to attempt, in his. ſtrength; to lift 
that Crown of our Royal King Jeſus, which 
profan'd on the Ground? Is it not Duty fr 
the Word of God to confeſs, That we and if 
Fathers have ſinned, and to diſcover and lay gi 
theſe Sins and Defections for which the Wal 1 
God is coming on ſuch a Generation as we; 

ZE which yet the Judicatories will not do, but rat 

1.8 cover and hide, declaring, That they will not 

turn to God this Way, by confeſſing all their pi 
ticular Defections? And becauſe Judicatori 5 


1 will not do it, ſhall it be done by none? Wha 
|; God ſays, I'll go and return to my Place, till tif 
+ acknowledge their iniquity, and ſeek my Fa 
hi ought we not to go away when God goes aaf 
* . and leave them whom God leaves? At leaſt i 


God's Term day, till they acknowledge their lin 
and ſeek his Face; and, at leaſt, ſo far as to tal 
a contrary Courie, namely of Fe aſting, HumiliM 
tion, and folemn Acknowledgment of ſin ; whe 
| udicatories are ſaying they will not appoint ani 
1 aſts, they ſee no Occaſion for it. Is it not Du 
be ty from the Word of God to feed Chriſt's Lamb 
- which the Judicatories are ſtarving ; or to golf 
ther his Flock whom they are ſcattering and 0p h 
prefling, by their violent Meaſures in obtrudinf 
Hirelings upon them, and opening the Door ul 
grievous Wolves to enter in? And is it not Duty 
not only to pray the Lord of the Harveſt wo : 

3 for 
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and with theſe that are willing to be act ve in 


erein the Glory of God, and the Good of 
uls, is lo much concerned? Is it not Duty to 
ify tor Chriſt as ſoiemnly and judicially as Pro- 
dence gives Occaſion, when Judicatories are 


ve thrown faithful Teſtimonies, offered to 
em, over the Bar; befides their refuſing In- 
uctions, Petitions, and a Multitude of Remon- 
Wnces theſe many Years bygone ? Is it not 


zood Will to the Caule of Chriſt, be they ne- 
r ſo few in Number, to do their Duty, ando- 
y the Command of their higheſt Lord, when the 


t evident, as With a Sun-beam, that it is war- 
table from the Word, for the leſſer Part of 
> Church, were it but two or three to whom 
> Promiſe is made, (yea, were it but two or 
ee in the whole Catholick Church) to do the 
ork of God which the reſt will not do, be 


- their Practice Separation, or what they 


iſhning, ſelf-deſtroying Sinners, even for the 
aleſt of Sinners, for Publicans and perſecuting 
uls, for Manaſſehs and Mary Magdalens. God 
make uſe ofknotty Timber, for building his 
emple: He can rate Brands out of the Fire, 
at have the Smoke of Hell about them; O Ifra- 
thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf; but in me is thine Help 
ere is no Room left either for Deſpair or Pre- 
mption. (1. ) Beware of Preſumption. Some pre- 
. ſump- 


. „ 
Wth faithful Labourers to it, but alſo to join 


is Matter, and to give help in this Work, | 
willing to bear witneſs for Chriſt; yea, and 


ty from the Word of God, for theſe that bear 


ater Part are combining to diſobey bim? Is it 


Conſequence what it will? And let Men 


3. Here is a Door of Hope caſt open for poor, 
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ſumptuouſſy may ſay , it our Help ties only ino 
then we need do nothing in the Uſe of Me 
as if One ſhould ſay, the Wind only can make 
Ship to tail, therefore we need not ly at the 8 
and. wait for it, Say not, if my Works can 
fave me, I may go on in Sin; for tho? ali 
Works cannot ſave you, yet your ill W 
can damn you: Tho' you cannot ſave yl 
elf, yet you can deſtroy your ſelf, more and mi 
Therefore beware of Preſumption. And like 
2. Beware of Deſpair; when ſuch a Doo 
Hope is. caſt open. Tho' you be nothing 
dead and dry Bones, yet God can make theſe Wi 
Bones live. Yea, not only, notwithſtandli 
your Sin, can God fave and help you, but 
cauſe of the Greatneſs of your Sin, he can f 
the greatneſs of his Grace. Hence ſaid the 
miſt, Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. ( 
wnits to be gracious, Iſa. xxx. 18. He cant 
Occaſion from your Sinfulne/s, to magnify 
Mercy, ſaying, I have ſeen his Ways, and 
heal him. He can make yeur Si, tho? it | 
good Reaſon why he ſhould damn you, yet 
can make it a Reaſon why he will fave you, 
pity you, H/. 2. 13, 14. Therefore, 

4. O Sinner | that haſt deſtroyed thy ſelſ, & 
and. accept of the Offer of Mercy, the Offe 
God's Help; for in him only lies your He 
Accept ot the Offer of Chrift the mighty H 
per, on whom God hath laid all your Help; 
Diſcouragements are out of the Way; all H 
drances on God's Part are actually removed; 
Law is fulfilled, Juſtice fatisfied, everla/iing eu 
zeouſneſs is brought in: All Bars and Imp 
menis on vour Part are virtually removed, in 

Purchaſe made by the Blood of Chriſt. It! 
" aggravate your Miſery for ever, it you = 
had | p 


ercy : | X , this oF 1 Suck God worſe than . 
e worſt of Men will treat the worſt of Men: 
hey will do good to theſe that do good to them: 
ut will you ſpit in the Face of Mercy, and do 
to God, becauſe he doe; Good to you? | 
God commands you to come to his Chriſt, 
d accept of his Mercy, and take his Help; 
Wis is bis Commandment, that ye believe in his 
1, and his Command is powerful to effect it; 
ait h comes by hearing his Word, his Command. 
hus it ſhall be to ſome whom he hath a Mind to 


| 
| 


oy lp. Nor does he deceive others, by command- 

Oo! and calling of them, becauſe thus he touches 
nge | ah, 3 

"> eir Conſcience, and diſcovers their Eumity, 
bl hile by the Word they are convinced, and yet 


uin is of themſelves. 
üg O Sinner | thou haft defiroyed thy ſelf: Yea, 
y Unbelief is the Sin that would deſtroy God, 
it could. It deftroys his Truth, and makes 


uel, notwithſtanding all his Offers of Grace. 
y Unbelief refuſing God's Help, you, in an e- 
ivent Manner, darken and oppoſe the Glory of. 
50d, his glorious Perfections, that ſhine only 
oſt bright in the Face of Jeſus, on whom your 
lelp is laid; and oppoſe his higheſt Deſign for 
loritying theſe Pertections, Epb. 1. 11, 12, 13, 
4. Your Unbelief is direct Murder, by which, 
ore than all your other Sins, you deftroy your 
lt, Why, it is a Sin that rejects the only Reme- 
y. There is 26 Balm in Gilead, ne Phyſician 
ere, but Chriſt, As. iv. 12. and him you un- 
ervalue. It is a Sin that binds all your other 
ins upon you, Tho? all Sin be damning and 
illing, yet no Sin ſhall damn you, if you add not 
hereto the Sin of neglecting and refuſing God's 
„ : Help 


dt conquered ; which ſhews the more that their 


ma Liar; it deſtroys his Mercy, and ſays he is 
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Help and Mer cy, 4 he offers in Chriſt. Wh 
are not theſe condemned that believe in Chrift 
Is it becauſe hey have no Sin to condemn them 
No; but becauſe, believing in Jeſus, all their Sit 
are done away: But he that believeth not, is tn 
demned already. Why? Is it becauſe he is 


Sinner in general? Or becauſe his Sins are mani 


and great? No; but hecauſe he hath not beli- 
ed on the Name of the only begotten Son of Gul 
Hence ſee, that the immediate Cauſe of Damn: 
tion is not this or that Sin, but the retuſing d 
Chriſt by Unbeliet. The Man refuſes a whol 


« Eternity of glorious and unſpeakable Happineſg | 


and chuſes rather Sin and Death. Unbeli 
leaves you without all Excule, or the leaft Shai 
dow and Colour of Excuſe, John 15. 22. Vo 
muſt be ſpeechleſs in the great Day. You can 
not ſay Pardon and Salvation was not. offered ti 
you; you cannot fay the Offer was not full an 
free; you cannot ſay you had to do wit 
a hard Maſter. And as it will leave you withoutli 
Excule, ſo without Appeal. Here we may ſay as in 
1 Sam. 2. 25. If a Man fin againſt another, ii 


judge ſball judge him; but if a man ſin againſt til 


Lord, who ſhall entreat for him? If a man Si 
againſt the Law, he may appeal to the Goſpe'f 
and the Grace of God in Chriſt; but if he rejeq; 
Chriſt, and the Grace of the Goſpel]. when 
then ſhall he appeal? Trulie there is no Relief t0 
be found for him. A Sinner may appeal fro 
Fuſtice to the Mercie ſeat: But if he flight ut 


Offer of Mercie, he hath nothing to appeal to, 


that mav adminiſter Relief to him? Nay, thu 


he, in effect, pulls down the Mercie-ſea . 


Let * exhort you, then, to come to Jeſu 
pand Salvation, O ſeit-deſtroying — 


[4 


1 \ - 


* 


| 0-01 | E 
10 t you may not be eternally deſtroyed. Is it 
em De a reaſonable Soul, to live in that miſerable 
Sine, to ſtand totering upon the Brink of Tophet, 
ond dancing merrilie away to everla/ting deſtrucli- 
is e To be lievingat the Mercy ot Death, or 
janMWcverie Diſeaſe tending thereto, which, it it will 
n fall upon thee, will ſend thee into the burn- 
GE Pit. Suppoſe you faw a condemned reich, 


nging over Nebuchadnexar's fizry Furnace, by 
thing but a twined Threed, ready to beak e- 
ry Moment, would not your Heart iremble 
ſuch an one? Why, but thou art the Mao, 
nitely more miſerable Man or Woman: This 
hy very Caſe, that waſt never yet drawn to 
rift by all the Preaching ever you heard. 
hat if the Threed of thy Lite ſhould break ? 
ou know not bur it may, the next Night, the 
xt Day, the next Moment; and where wouldſt 
ou then be? Whither wouldſt thou drop ? 
hold, upon the Crack ot this T hreed of Life, 


Out 

11 ou falleſt into the Lake that burns with Fire and 
„inſtone, where thou ſhalt ly, and dy, and roar 

ever, even as long as God hath a Being, if thou 
0: Welt in the preſent Caſe: And yet does not thy 


d bethink thy ſelf, what Need thou baſt of this 
ſus that is offered to thee, and who bids thee 
me to him? O! what is thy Heart made of, 
at thou haſt not only loſt all Regard to God, 
It all Love and Pity to thy felt? O! if you 
ew your Miſerie, you would cry out for 
hriſt more than ever a wounded Man did fora 


hirurg or a drowning Man for a Boat, If 
ere be any Point of Witdom or Reafon in the 


'orld,it is that you return to God, and come in io 
elus, for Life and Salvation from Sin and Wrath. 
| i 


ul tremble, nor begin to mite upon thy Breaſt, 
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Sin, and remain in a Chriſtleſs State. 


that cltanſes from all Sin. Tho' 


ON You, 


Tf there he any Thing tha . bs called. 


ny! Stanes raiſe up Children to Abraham. 


neſs and Follie in the World, any Thing drug : 
abſurd and unreaſonable, it is. chat you live: ing ; 


But if harſh Arguments will not do, and ind 
nothing bur a Day of Power will do the Bufinel 
tell me, is there no Power and Virtue in a 
of Grace and Mercy, or an Offer of Grace? 
tell thee therefore, thou art welcome to come 
Jeſus, whatever you have done, or whatever) 
Have been hitherto ; J/hoſoever will, let bim en 
and him that cometh, I will in noweys cafl li 

The Day of Wrath is not yet come; the Day 
Grace is yet continued, notwithſtanding all 
Offers of Grace you have ſlighted - heretol 4 
Sometimes Go makes them very gracious wi 
have been very graceleſs ſuch as Paul, Mand : 
and Mary Magdalene: Whatever, therefore, i 
your finfulnets and Filthinels, there is a Fall 
tain opened to the Houſe of David, and the Ini 

tanto, Feruſalem, for ſin and for Uncteanneſs. 18 
you had crucified the Son of God, here is his Bal 

your heart Wl 
made of Flint and Stone, yet God can au 


O, Young Sinner, come to Jeſus. He u 
comes young Seekers of him, faying, They t 
feel me early ſhall find me. Old Sinner, d 
haſt been long dead in Sin, and rotting in 
Grave of Corruption, and buried among 
Stuff of this World, O wilt thou ariſe 1 
come out of thy Grave, the Maſter calls 
Come, come, and ſeek to him, 
he may glorifie his Name in your Salvatis 
What think. you is his Reaſon in calling 4 
wrelched Sinners as you are? It is juſt un 


7 % 
* | 


| | 
Wrutil 
in yt 


It is, 
To magnifie the Grace of God, that 


— 


waſh away ſuch ſcarlet- coloured Sins as yours 


omeW 1t is to magnifie the Power of the Spirit, 
can convert and draw to himſelf fuch a 


all | * Ghoſt may be magnified in your Sal- 
tofe O wretched Sinner! wilt thou nei- 

8 * tec God have the. Honour he craves, nor 
210/88 Soul the Happineſs it wants? 

re, Wet none object, ſaying, O this Help is far Z 
Fs when God ſays, It is in me; in mi is 
In %. God ſpeaks here in the preſent Time, 

I God is a preſent Help. Chriſt the Helper 
Mt at a Diſtance. He is Immanuel, God 
art WW us; you need nor ſay, Ho will afeend, 


D. 


either let any object, ſaying, O this Help 


e. Why, Man, Woman, how ſhal} you 


1110 you contradict the God of Truth flatly, | 
lg, It is not for me, when he is ſaying, In 
up 4 Help, * GPs Man, thy Help, 


( 53 ) 5 
ſign of gloriſying himſelf in your Salvati- 


e Sin hath abounded, Grace may much more 


It is to magnifie the Blood of Chriſt, that 


horn Sinner as thou art, O then wilt thou 
in with this Deſign of God, praying, that. 
may glorifie himſelf; That Father, Son 


ing bim down? and deſcend to bring bin 
He is near, in this Word, and youarecal- - 
to take him at his Word, and to take his 
p offered" in this Word, 14 me is thine | 


ot for me; may be it is not deſigned for 
may be he hath not a mind to give Help 
w Got: Mind, but by his Word? And 
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| Woman, thy Help, 0 + ketoying Sing : 
Do not, thro' Utbelief, make Goda Liar, 
ing, In him is not my Help, when he is ſi 
ſo expreſly, In me is thy Help. How will 
aggravate hy Condemnation, if hou negled 
great Salvation, when to thee is the Word: gf 
Salvation ſent? Ta thee is this Help lent} 
Put it not away from thee. 

Let none ſay, How is it poſſible that 1. 


ſaved; when you ſee it is God that unden 


the Work, ſaying, In me is thy Help. 

me and be ſaved ; for | am God and there i 
elſe ? I there any Thing tos. hard for f 
do? And let none ſay, Alas! I am witli 
Strength, I can do nothing tor myſelf and 


- own Relief, I can do nothing but ruin mil 


It is true; and therefore God ſays not in t 


thy help, but iz me. Never look for a G 
of Faith or Hope in thyſelf ; for thou ſhalt 


yer find it any where, but in me, in myN 
in my Blood, in my Promiſe, in my Powe 
my free Mercy,” and ſovereign Grace, reig 
through Juſtice-ſatisfying Righteouſneſs to 
nal Life; In me is thy Help. Come and 
what belongs to. thee through my ſove 
Grant in this Word of Grace; and take 
believing upon my divine Teſtimony, and 
lieving it with particular Application to th 
that in me is thy Help. He that thus belig 
ſhall be faved. May the Lord himſelt perl 

ou to come to him for help, who ſays, 
frael! thou haft deſtroyed thy ſelf; but in 
thine Help. | 
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